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The credibility of published articles depends in part on how well conflict of interest is handled by the
author, reviewer, or editor. Conflict of interest exists when there is a financial or personal relationship
that can inappropriately bias their actions through other commitments, or competing loyalties or
interests. Such relationships very from negligible to those with great potential to influence one's
judgment. They may influence an individual's scientific judgment whether or not that person believes
that it may do so. Financial relationships are the most easily identified, but other conflicts can also be
influential—especially personal relationships, academic or business competition, and passion on a
particular subject. For this reason, the Journal requires disclosure of all potential conflicts of interest by
the authors of an article. The editor will direct articles for review to people judged least likely to have a
conflict of interest. If an article seems blatantly biased, the editor and the AHVMA reserve the right to
reject it for inappropriate content, or to require revision to a less biased version.



